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Mr. Chairman,

My dear Friends from the Media,

Invited Guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

By the end of 2009, about 59% of Ghana’s population had access to improved drinking water
supply. To achieve the MDGs by 2015, 78% of our people would need to gain access to potable
water. This is the minimum benchmark.

If we are truly committed to improving the quality of life of our people for a Better Ghana,
improving access to water is the one sure way to go. This will directly result in:

e Increased productivity by our farmers and workforce,
e Higher enrolment and retention of girls in school,

e Enhancement in women’s dignity and ability to lead,
e Reduction in morbidity and mortality rates,

e Reduction in pre and post-natal risks and

e Prevention of water borne diseases.

When the President, H. E. Prof John Evans Attah Mills, appointed me to head the Ministry of
Water Resources, Works and Housing. | took up the challenge because | deem it a humble call
to duty to serve.

Ladies and Gentlemen, the Ministry of Water Resources, Works and Housing has the mandate
to work towards addressing the challenges facing three key sub-sectors of our economy -
Water, Works and Housing. This press conference is to share with you a few ideas on
addressing the challenges in the Water sector. This does not mean the Ministry will neglect the
other two sub-sectors. We consider all the sub-sectors important but we regard water as a
priority since water, is next to air and is life.

The Global Situation on Water

A look at the global water situation will help us define our place as Ghanaians in it. Many of you
may know that though water covers 75% of our planet earth, and that is why it is referred to as
the blue planet, 97.5% of the water is Salty water. Out of the 2.5% fresh water left, 75% of it is
locked up in ice and snow. This therefore leaves 0.5% of fresh water for a multiplicity of uses: to
drink, to cook, to bath and to wash. We further stretch this 0.5% into activities such as farming
(which consumes 70%), industry, commerce, travel, entertainment and so on.



Today, the importance of water has assumed global dimensions with far reaching socio-political
implications for many communities, governments and international agencies.

It is a known fact for instance, that the global geopolitical agenda in the last 50 years was
dominated by Oil (or “Black Gold”), which unfortunately nobody drinks! Today, one of the most
chilling predictions of our times is not Armageddon. According to experts, the next 50 years of
our existence on earth are likely to be dominated by water (or what | would term “Colourless
Gold”).

And yet, Ladies and Gentlemen, water is one of God’s most “glorious gifts” to humankind. And
as the former President of the then Soviet Union, and a Nobel laureate (Mikhail Gorbachev),
said:

“Water, like religion and ideology has the power to move millions of
people. Since the very birth of human civilization, people have moved
to settle close to it. People move when there is too little of it. People
move when there is too much of it. People journey down it. People
write, sing and dance about it. People fight over it. And all people
everywhere and every day need it.”

Water may indeed be a gift from God, but, as the Americans say: “Whatever you say or do,
don’t mess with Water!”

The Water Resources in Ghana

Ladies and Gentlemen, measurements on water availability in this country taken on our River
systems in Ghana (Volta, Tano, Pra, Ochi, Ayensu, Densu, Ankobra, and others), show that the
average annual water volume in Ghana is about 40 Billion cubic meters (about 9,000 billion
gallons) per year. This is the amount that is replenished to us annually through the water cycle.

Furthermore, the quality of groundwater resources in Ghana is generally good except for some
cases of localized pollution and areas with high levels of minerals and fluoride. Salinity in
certain groundwater occurrences is also found especially in some coastal aquifers. This
notwithstanding, we can conclude that if properly conserved, managed and distributed, the
surface and ground water resources of our country should be adequate to meet current and
future demands.

But Ladies and Gentlemen, you know as well as | do that our large quantum of water, changes
markedly from season to season as well as from year to year.

The multi-million cedi question then is, how much of the huge amount of water in Ghana
mentioned earlier is available to us individually; and how much has it varied over the years,
assuming the amount that is replenished has remained constant?

From 1960 to 2010, the amount of raw water available to Ghanaians has reduced by a factor of
3. This is as a result of population growth, urbanization, wanton destruction of our water



infrastructure leading to water wastage and pollution. And by the Year 2050, this will further
reduce by a factor of 6!

What does this mean? This means that today, the quantity of water available to us per person,
has reduced to about a third of what it was in 1960, and will further shrink to a sixth by 2050. In
order words, the water available to us today is only 29% of the 1960 volume, and will be only
16% by 2050.

The following figures can help our understanding further.

Year Population (million) Water/head(gallons)
1960 6.5 3,709
2010 22.3 1,080
2050 40.0 602

Table 1: Water availability per capita from 1960 to 2050

| have brought this scenario to your attention for us to know how precariously we are living on
our water resources for now and for future generation.

Another important challenge is the potential loss of flows in the Volta river systems that take
their sources outside of the country, especially from Burkina Faso. It is projected that at the
current relative rates of population growth of 2.3% for Ghana and 3.7% for Burkina Faso, the
population of Burkina Faso will overtake that of Ghana by 2030. This will mean increased per
capita consumption in Burkina with an attendant decrease in flows into Ghana. This could
impact seriously on the operations of the Akosombo and Bui Hydro Electric Power (HEP), and
proposed irrigation projects in the country.

This challenge is being handled by the Water Resources Commission, which has the mandate to
sustainably manage our water resources.

Looking at the issues that affect our water resources and therefore the challenges confronting
the Ministry in meeting the expectations of the good people of Ghana, | have come to the
conclusion that we need to act and act decisively, to implement certain proactive measures to
ensure that we do not mortgage the future of this country on the altar of expediency




THE EFFORT

Ladies and Gentlemen, having fully studied the many cross-cutting issues that affect our water
delivery systems, may | now attempt to share with you some ideas on how to better and
sustainably, preserve, manage, produce and supply water to the good people of Ghana.

| will speak on the following broad five (5) areas :
e \Water Resources Management
e Water Quality
e Rural and Small Towns Water Supply
e Urban Water Supply
e Rain Water Harvesting
Water Resources Management

The Water Resources Commission was established in 1996 and mandated to ensure a sustained
management and regulation of the country’s water resources. To achieve this WRC has initiated
action to, among other things:

1. Establish Buffer Zones to secure safe distances from our water bodies within which only
approved activities will take place. This policy involves the planting of economic trees
along all the banks of our water resources.

2. Pursue vigorously its interaction with District Assemblies and Communities in raising
awareness to the debilitating effect some age-long activities are having on our water
bodies by mining, farming, waste disposal, industrial discharges, garages, car washing,
etc. These activities are the reasons why our once fulsome water bodies are getting
polluted or drying up.

3. Launch a long drawn and integrated educational campaign to reshape how our people
think, use and manage our fresh water resources. We believe this will change negative
mindsets, attitudes and behaviours towards water.

4. Undertake capacity building by establishing and strengthening five Water Basin Boards
in the country as the key institutional/stakeholder bodies to ensure effective
coordination and management of water resources within the river basins. Three of
these basins are already established.

5. Build on existing trans-boundary relations with our neighbours who share with us the
resources of the Volta basin, and also monitor the activities in the basin.



Water Quality

The quality of the water resources in the country has reduced due to pollution and
environmental degradation. The results of Water Quality Monitoring and Classification for
2005- 2008 shows that the water quality of some of our rivers has detonated. For example
between 2006 and 2007, Potrase - River Densu had a water quality index of |, implying that it
was unpolluted. This index has gone down to Il but still fairly good. With the exception of
Nsawam — River Densu and Dunkwa — River Offin which have poor quality indices, all our rivers
have fairly good water quality as of 2008.

To guarantee good quality at all times, the Ministry of Water Resources, Works and Housing in
consultation with the relevant agencies and stakeholders, will establish Water Quality
monitoring units to be anchored in the Works Department of every District Assembly in the
country.

Rural and Small Towns Water Supply

On what can be done with Rural and Small Town water supply systems | invite you to first
consider these numbers from the World Water Council (WWC):

Of the one billion people in the world who have no access to safe drinking water, nine out of
ten live in rural areas. And whilst the UN Millennium Development Goals aim to reduce that
number by half, the drive to increase access to rural water systems neglects the critical factor of
sustainability and maintenance of existing water systems. Some rural areas including some in
my own constituency are known to be grave yards of non-performing pumps, with repeated
projects providing short term solutions. This raises issues of functionality and sustainability of
the systems.

By and large this has been the game plan over the past years. Governments, with the support of
development partners and through the Community Water and Sanitation Agency (CWSA) have
provided access to water and water-related sanitation services to communities and small
towns. The current coverage is about 59% for the rural communities with estimated total
population of 12.3 million.

To accelerate the provision and sustainability of water facilities in the Rural and Small Towns,
we will be motivated by one crie de guerre — “Water to the People; and not people to the
Water!” In 2009 alone, CWSA completed the installation of 588 boreholes, rehabilitated 40,
installed 18 piped schemes, and completed 17 hand dug wells.

In order to further improve on rural water coverage, the CWSA is implementing this year, a
number of projects most of which are at advance stages. This involves drilling 1,645 boreholes,
rehabilitating 60 distressed ones, installing 82 piped schemes, and completing 20 hand dug
wells.



It is expected that when these targets are achieved in 2010, rural water coverage will rise from
the current 59% to 63%, on track to achieving the MDG target of 76% by 2015.

Sustainability of Rural Water Systems

As government and Development Partners continue to provide and increase funding for the
sector, the Ministry is putting in place new initiatives to keep and sustain the functioning of the
water systems. We will partner and give our full support to like-minded organizations willing to
do things differently and sustainably.

Two of such partnerships, | am proud to announce, are the pilot project Sustainable Services at
Scale dubbed “Triple—S” and Rotary International and USAID, both of which | launched less
than a month ago. “Triple-S” project will work in collaboration with the government, planners,
donors, and water service providers towards ending the cycle of failures that cause wells,
pumps, and piped systems in the rural areas to require replacement every few years. Indeed
Triple=S will aim at developing scalable business models that will ensure ongoing maintenance
and repairs of water systems. The Ministry has an eye on this and will do all it can to ensure
early execution of this project.

This brings us to the second issue of sustainability. Water we all know is a basic human right; a
social good. Many of us consider water as a birthright and therefore do not see the need to pay
for it. But we all also know that water remains a scarce resource - both in quantity and in
quality. We need to appreciate the painful truth that although water springs freely from the
earth and the heavens, treatment plants, pipes and pumps unfortunately do not! Every drop of
water drawn from the surface or bowels of the earth is paid for. It is our intention to engage
with all Ghanaians to assist us balance the equations of depletion and replenishing, and cost
and pricing. This is to ensure sustainability of the water resources, water quality and water
systems.

Gaps in Coverage

| have also noted with a great deal of concern that the established criterion for the provision of
water from point sources to communities has, inadvertently, excluded communities with
populations of less than 75 people from accessing safe water. These communities originally
were to be supplied with water from hand-dug wells fitted with a pump. The difficult geological
formations and non-availability of ground water in some Regions have dampened the demand
for hand-dug wells. This implies alternative means have to be found to provide these
communities with potable water. Together with my team at the Ministry, we are exploring
available and affordable technologies such as the use of solar powered pumps to enable them
access water at affordable cost.

Urban Water Supply

Water supply to urban communities leaves much to be desired. Whilst supplies have not kept

pace with demand, the management of what is available has also come under public scrutiny. It
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is estimated that the total demand for safe and clean water in the 81 systems operated by
GWCL throughout the country, is 242,227,040 million gallons a day (mgd) or (1,101,032m?).
Production however, hovers around 142,228,680mgd (646,494m?>).

Ladies and Gentlemen, we need no statistics to demonstrate the difficulties that many of our
compatriots in urban Ghana face in accessing water on a daily basis. The Ministry, working with
Ghana Water Company Limited is determined to launch a frontal attack on these challenges.

Apart from a number of completed projects in Western, Ashanti, Central and Eastern Regions
which are ready for commissioning this year, many more ongoing projects will come on stream
by the end of this year. New projects, spread over the country, will be completed between 2012
and 2013. This will ease up the water stress in many communities in Ghana.

We are also fast tracking negotiations with some investors to add more capacity by building
additional plants particularly in the water distressed Regions such as Western, Northern, Upper
East, Upper West and Central Regions.

The Ministry is further looking at the possibility of supplying water from other sources like
desalination, including private providers to augment water supplies especially to the steadily
growing commercial and industrial areas.

Management of Urban Water

The management of the 81 water systems in the country was contracted out to AVRL in 2006.
The contract between GWCL and AVRL is due to expire in June 2011. Government, together
with its Development Partners, is seriously studying the performance of AVRL and other options
for improving the overall management of the urban water sector. The options under study
would assist all of us in defining the way forward in managing and operating specific urban
systems for efficiency gains.

Water demand management

As indicated earlier, Ghana could soon be running out of sufficient water sources to provide
adequate potable water in future if the sector is not properly managed to conserve water. It is
regrettable that in the face of these challenges, many of us still splash our lawns and gardens
and also wash our cars with expensively treated water that other Ghanaians would queue and
fight to get.

We are also considering new legislation that will encourage a 360 degree recycling and reuse of
waste water especially by our foods and beverages industries which use heavy amounts of
water in their operations. A business will have to choose between two options — either pay the
tax on your waste water or purify it for reuse!

As usual, we can choose to be fatalistic and say this innovation will never work in Ghana. But
ladies and Gentlemen, let me assure you that this practice is reaping enormous benefits in
water savings elsewhere in the world. The same can be done right here in Ghanal!



(At this point it will be wickedly symbolic to pause and take a sip of treated waste water from a
locally manufactured Clay Water Filter by Ceramica Tamakloe. The filter would have been
mounted and filled with visibly dirty water in full view of all invited guests. It will shock as well
as enthuse them all)

These guaranteed, tried and tested savings on water use will significantly roll-back the pressure
and the need to expand or build new water treatment plants. Remember, the statistic | cited
earlier? “The water available to us today is only 29% of the 1960 value, and will be only 16% by
2050”

Rainwater Harvesting

Sometimes the key to unlocking our water problems simply falls from the blue skies, literally!
Rainwater harvesting has a great potential to enhance year-round water availability in our
homes, farms, schools and offices. With the availability of water purifying equipment on the
market, rainwater can be harvested and made wholesome to supplement our overstretched
supply systems.

Here again, our battle cry at the Ministry is “For every bucket of piped water we use, we
should endeavour to capture one from the heavens”. In this regard the Ministry will soon
come out with a policy frame work to implement the policy of harvesting rainwater as a way of
life.

Our long term plan is to enact appropriate legislation to be implemented through authorities
such as the Metropolitan, Municipal and District Assemblies to incorporate and enforce the
harvesting of rainwater in new building designs.

Review of Laws

Some legal issues have been identified as posing serious constraints to some of the operational
issues confronting GWCL. Action is being taken to revise and update those laws, especially
those that have to do with sanctions for infractions of rules pertaining to execution of projects,
vandalism of the distribution network, illegal connections including installation of in-line pumps
and misconduct of staff. The current penalties are a complete disincentive for prosecution.
Discipline is the watchword.

Other Interventions

Ladies and gentlemen, what | have narrated so far has to do with specific issues of the water
subsector. However, to continue to provide services in an integrated, coordinated and holistic
manner now and in the future, the Ministry is developing a comprehensive Strategic Sector
Development Plan that will incorporate water resources management, production and
distribution plans up to the year 2050.

Proposed Inter- Agency Coordinating Unit



Recognizing that other sectors such as Agriculture (which incidentally gobbles up about 70% of
our water resources), Energy, Transport, Tourism, Roads and Highways have a stake in the use
of water either by way of impoundment, diversion or passage of floodwater, haulage or
entertainment, the Ministry is working closely with other partners to establish an Inter-Agency
Coordinating Unit for the efficient and sustainable use of our water resources.

Acknowledgements
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Permit me to make the point again that our collective search for enduring solutions in the water
sector does not lie somewhere at the Ministry. Our ultimate success depends on what happens
in your home, in your office, in your community and in your villages, towns and cities. Support
the Ministry to expose, arrest, name and shame and to prosecute the saboteurs and criminals
in the system.

On my part, | have only one lamp by which my feet are guided — the lamp of the knowledge that
as a country we have said everything that needs to be said regarding the problem with water. It
is now time to walk the talk.

H. E the President has pledged to lend a hand of strong and decisive leadership in this venture.
It is a pride to be part of this bold enterprise. It is indeed an honour to serve.

Ladies and Gentleman, God bless you and God bless Ghana.

Thank you for coming.
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